Cornerstone Christian Academy –  Questions and Answers
PK and Kindergarten Classes – Class size is small 9 – usually 1 teacher to 5 students.  Abeka curriculum is the main material used with supplemental materials as well.
First,Second, and Third Grade Classes – Class size is small – usually 1 teacher to no more than 10 students. These classes may be combined depending on how many students are enrolled. Teachers use a combination of materials with Math and Language being taught with Abeka curriculum and other subjects are taught with Accelerated Christian Education materials and other resources.
Fourth through Eighth Grade Classes are taught in a combination of ways including a general Learning Center environment and traditional classes.
Please describe the learning center.

Students are assigned their own private workspace in the learning center.  This is much the same as the areas that might be assigned in an office or work station in the work world. Classes are much smaller and the learning programs are individualized for each student. This means that although the students all complete the exact same curriculum, they proceed at a pace suitable for the individual.    
When the teacher does not  lecture, how does the student get the help he needs?

Teachers and Classroom Assistants are referred to as “Lead teachers” and “Monitors” respectively.   Materials present combinations of new and review material in clear proven language, and many times a student  will read and progress without a lot of help, but when help is needed, the teachers and monitors are there to offer Individual tutoring at the student’s desk until the student understands and masters the concept.  This serves to enhance the trust between the student and teacher and prevents the student’s from feeling too embarrassed to ask a question.
At times traditional classes are taught to strengthen new concepts and to create interest in subject matter. Teachers use many approaches in these classes.
All Bible, Music, Art, and Drama classes are traditional.
How does the curriculum work?


At the beginning of each day, a student is required to set goals for the day.  The teacher then checks those goals and initials the goal chart.  Any work not completed during the day becomes homework for the night.  

Students work through a series of  PACEs rather than text books. Basically this means that the traditional text book has been broken down into a series of booklets. Each booklet is referred to as a PACE (Packet of Accelerated Education) and a student is expected to cover 60 PACEs in any given school year.   There are four core subject areas covered by the curriculum and a student will work through 12 PACEs in each of these four subjects in the course of one school year. The subject areas are:

(1) Math, (2) English),(3) Social Studies (this includes History and Geography)and (4)Science In addition to these core subjects, students take paces in Bible, in Word building and Etymology (linguistics and grammar; origin of words etc). and Literature and Creative Writing.


As they progress into the higher levels, they have the opportunity to take electives which might include  Modern Languages, Business Maths, College Physical Science, The Bible and Science, Health, Information Computer Technology, Introduction to Missions, Accounting, Typing Skills, Car Mechanics, Speech, Art, Music, Christian Growth and others.
How do you know if the student is progressing in the material?


Assessment is frequent and continuous with check-ups after small sections of work, and a self-test before the final test.  This kind of assessment allows the student and teacher to know  before the end of the pace if there is the need for special help in any area.  It also allows the student to succeed in that final test and this builds self confidence that leads to more success.
Do students tend to work more in their favorites subjects and avoid those that they don’t enjoy as much?
Of course, this is a temptation, but it is closely supervised.  CCA strives to help the students achieve what is referred to as “academic balance”.   This means that a student is encouraged to work hard on weaker subjects and is given extra help when needed to pull them up to the same level as in his/her stronger subjects.  As the student achieves more in the weaker areas, his interest will grow.
 Do students ever fail in this program?
The school operates on the concept of ‘Mastery Education’ which means that a student is not allowed to proceed to the next section of the course until he has completely mastered the concepts/information he has studied. He must be able to demonstrate this (through regular, continuous assessment) The strength of the program is that a student will not leave school feeling behind or inadequate in any one subject because these weak areas will have been picked up by the system and he will have been given every opportunity to work hard and improve in this subject.  

Does Cornerstone Christian Academy require incoming students to take an entrance exam?

All students will be required to take a ‘diagnostic test’, the result of which informs the school at what level of curriculum they will enter the school. The test consists of PACEs (or sections of various levels of curriculum) and the student works away on these sections beginning at a very easy level and progressing higher and higher until he can basically do no more i.e. he has reached his optimum performance level. The test also reveals any ‘learning gaps’ (things he missed or never really understood properly) in his education up to this point. These will be covered when he first enters the ACE program and then he will be properly equipped to proceed and succeed in the curriculum suited to his level. In other words, ‘Mastery Education’ provides building blocks and enables the student to lay block upon block in a thorough and systematic manner. 

What special classes are incorporated into the program?
· Performing arts is a very important part of the daily activities of CCA.  Private music lessons are offered and many students are involved in vocal ensemble and chapel or special program performances.  An annual Christmas program and Spring Variety Show offer students opportunities for students to use their skills in music and drama.  CCA participates in speech competitions and music competition annually.  
· All students are taught typing skills very early, and computer programs enhance many of the subjects taught at the school.  Even the youngest students spend time learning the computer.  Many creative writing projects are typed to allow students practical experience that will serve them well in the future!  Students learn graphic program on a graduating scale, including slide presentations and photo programs for the older students.
· Art is offered each week and more if an art project enhances a subject that is being covered in a pace.  

· When special needs arrive, traditional classes are taught.  An example of this might be parts of speech in English, or multiplication or division in math, or a section on the Civil War in History, etc.

· Science projects are incorporated through the paces with at home projects, or in the learning center in a group setting.  Also, videos are used to enhance Science and Social Studies.
· Volunteers offer expertise in their chosen area. Examples of this would be Science, Health, Music, Art, Wood Working, Pottery, History
· Physical Education, including exercises as well as games, allow the students to develop physically.  
What are some of the observed benefits of this program?

Students learn self discipline and are taught to set and meet goals and receive feelings of great success as these goals are accomplished.   This technique will carry into adult life and be a positive factor in their lives forever.

Self confidence grows as the student realizes that he is a unique creation with strengths and weaknesses.  Students blossom as their confidence grows.
Students become students for life.  This system teaches the student to “learn how to learn” instead of just feeding him information and requiring that it be fed back.  This is really important as the student becomes a student of learning for life.

Students learn to relate to other students of all ages.  The student body is like a family.  Many times the older students help the younger students.  The younger students watch and admire the older students.  Students learn from each other in many ways.

